ROCHESTER MENNONITE
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Worship
November 9,2008D9:30 am

I Proper 27!
Mission Sunday

Kurt Kennel, Wor ship L eader
LoisKennel, Song L eader
Rev. David D. Brunner, Pagor

THEME: Choose this day whom you will serve . . . but

as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord

GATHERING

The Welcome and Greetings
The Call to Worship
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made!
People: We rejoice and are glad!
Leader: Lord, may our praise, our prayer, our worship and our
witness be a testament to your glory this morning.

People: We come, offering our praise, our prayer, our worship and

our witness to you,

O Lord. Sustain us as we share our excitement and passion

for you with those around us.
All: Be near to us this day, O Lord. AMEN.
The Hymn #14 HWB (Blue) Come, we that lovethe Lord
The Invocation
The day of the Lord is at hand.
We watch. We wait. We worship. We witness.
Come, Lord! Meet us so we may witness your power, worship in
holiness, wait in expectation, and watch in hope.
Come to us again as we gather in your name. AMEN.

PRAISING

The Hymn #102 HWB (Blue) To God bethe glory
The Hymn #72 HWB (Blue) When all thy mercies O my God

SHARING AND PRAYING

The Announcements
Sharing Our Joysand Concerns
The Prayer Hymn #353 HW B (Blue) Lord, listen to your children
The Psalm: Psalm 70:1-5
The Prayers of the People
Prayer of Confession

HEARING THE WORD

The Gospel Reading: Mathew 25:1813

The Epistle Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13B18

The ChildrenOdHymn #489 HW B (Blue) O littl e children, gather
The ChildrenOsStory

The Old Tesament Reading: Amos5:18-24

The Message: ONhom Will You Serve?0

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Affirming Our Faith
Our God is on the move
and invites us to join in the movement.
God is a merciful, compassionate God,
whose grace and love extend to all who will welcome him.
And so, as we have freely received grace and love,
we must also freely give.
God invites us to walk the exciting kingdom journey,
and to be bearers of God’s reconciling message to the world.
We can move forward in confidence,
as beloved children of God,
carrying forward the radical mission of the church
and proclaiming the day of the Lord.
The Prayer of Reonse
The Hymn #95 SJ (Green) | want to walk as a child of thelight



The Offering

The Offertory Hymn #389 HWB (Blue) Take my life (vv. 1-2-5)

The Offertory Prayer
Creator God, we thank you for the many gifts that you have given us.
We thank you for this diverse community and for all of the ways that
we are able to serve you. Thank you for your steadfast love and

constant support. Please use these gifts to further your kingdom work.

Grant us the vision to see you on the move, and the courage to walk
boldly alongside you. AMEN.

BLESSING AND SENDING

The Hymn #478 HWB (Blue) Sent fort h by GodOslessing

The Benediction

The Doxology #119 HWB (Blue) (Please form a circle around the
worship space, join hands and sing together, “Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.”)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mission Network Prayer Requests

The annual retreat of Instituto Biblico Anabautista will be held November 14-16
in Scotts Valley, Calif., with students from study centers in California and
Oregon. Pray this event will bring spiritual renewal and new energy for the
coming year.

NEXT SUNDAY

Responsibilitiesfor BNovember 9

Set-up — KurtKennel

Worship Leader — Kurt Kennel

Children’s Story — Kurt Kennel

Adult SS — Daniel Leichty /David Brunner
Youth SS — Daniel Leichty/David Brunner
Snack —

EYI )

Congregational Annual MeetingN November 22, 6:30 pm, at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. Please put this on your calendar and plan to be
there.

MCC Relief Sale

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped yesterday at the Festival and Sale for
World Relief. Throughout the year there also have been dedicated individuals
who created products to sell, planned the events, worked at different fund-
raising opportunities and managed the dozens of details for the sale. Your help
is vitally important; it assists MCC to carry out its mission and is much
appreciated.

M CC Sale Benefit Night

The Ten Thousand Villages store at 867 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, will have a
benefit night for the Twin Cities MCC Sale. On Tuesday, November 11th
between 5:00pm and 8:00pm 20% of the evening's sales will be donated to the
TC MCC Relief Sale. Tuesday evening would be the time to have your money
go farther in helping MCC by doing some of your holiday shopping at Ten
Thousand Villages.

The Mennonite

Our group subscription plan to The Mennonite is renewing. The Mennonite,
magazine for Mennonite Church USA, seeks to fulfill its mission of helping
readers glorify God, grow in faith and become agents of healing and hope in the
world through articles that challenge and inspire, news that connects readers to
the larger Mennonite community and much more. If you are interested in joining
our group plan—or to continue your subscription—please contact Paula by
November 16, or simply fill out the sheet in your mailbox and place it in the
Harms’ mailbox

Interfaith Serviceto Latin America (ISLA)

Evelyn Turner joined the mission to Nicaragua last summer, and reported on her
experience to the congregation. Now we are being invited to help support
ISLA’s efforts by donating to their scholarship fund to enable students to go the
high school and to post-secondary training, or to ttheir library support project.



Descriptive brochures are available to give you more information on the
projects. You may give through our church treasury with donations designated
to ISLA, specifying projects if you wish.

Relief Kits

This is a reminder that as a congregation we have committed providing a series
of relief kits to MCC. Following is the schedule of when we will be collecting
for these kits.

August 2008 School Kit February 2009 TBA Kit

October 2008 Relief Kit April 2009 TBA Kit

December 2008 Aids Care Kit June 2009 TBA Kit

TV Worth Viewing: A NEW documentary, PAX SERVICE: ALTERNATIVE
TO WAR will air on Hallmark Channel Sunday, November 23, and feature
young Mennonite and Brethren volunteers in this historical alternative service
program that ran from 1950-1975. Program features work in Germany, Austria,
Greece, Paraguay and Congo. Time is 7 a.m. ET/PT (6 a.m. CT/MT). Tell your
friends and forward to anyone you know who worked in Pax. They won't want
to miss this. For those who don't get Hallmark Channel or anyone who wants a
DVD with bonus chapters, the DVD will be available by Jan. 30, 2009.

Also: More Mennonite Media documentaries on Hallmark every Sunday in
November (same times as above).

Nov. 2 - Embracing Aging: Families Facing Change

Nov. 9 - Finding Hope in Recovery: Families Living with Addiction
Nov. 16 - Shadow Voices: Finding Hope in Mental Illness

Nov. 23 - Pax Service: Alternative to War

Nov. 30 - Hunger No More: Faces Behind the Facts

Seasons Hospice National Hospice Month Lunch & Learn i
“Taking the Wheel: How to bein the Driver@ Seat for Your Final JourneyO
Speakers Nancy Manahan, Ph.D. & Becky Bohan, M.A., Authors of “Living
Consciously, Dying Gracefully”

Thursday, November 20, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm at St. John’s Catholic Church,
11 4™ Ave SW, Rochester. Bring Your Own Bag Lunch * Live Music *
Beverages and Desserts Available * Book Signing * Free Program *
Registration Suggested at (507) 285-1930, Ext. 201 or
jelkins@seasonshospice.org

The presenters will share lessons from their new book, the inspiring story of
Diane Manahan. A professor of holistic nursing, Diane was an active agent in
her journey with cancer. “Diane showed me what a good death looks like and
how sacred it can be for everyone involved." Bill Manahan, M.D. (Diane’s
husband), foreword to Living Consciously, Dying Gracefully: A Journey of
Cancer and Beyond. Their book has won seven regional and national awards,
including the USA Book News Best Books of 2008, the WOW Best Women’s
Literature of 2008, and the 2008 Midwest Book Awards best book in Health.

Pray for Ecuador Partnership

Please pray for the CPMC delegation visiting our Ecuador Mission partners,
November 4-10. (Leslie and Gladyce Harder, Eileen Rolon, Fernando Ramos,
Rosie Epp plus Linda Shelly from Mennonite Mission Network). Pray for Cesar
Moya, Patricia Uruena and the Colombians traveling to Ecuador.

In May 2001, a small Mennonite church was started in Quito, Ecuador under
the leadership of Cesar Moya and Patricia Uruena. Knowing how important it is
to tell others about the good news of Jesus this congregation is building the
church as they reach out to children and youth in peace education, provide
friendship and support to Colombian refugees and offer Sunday school and
youth ministry in their church.

Please invite one of these individuals or others who have been on similar trips
to Ecuador to speak in your congregations. A mission moment or story for
children can be just as effective as a longer presentation.

For information contact the Central Plains Mennonite Conference Office, 605-
925-4463.

Thank you
Rosie Epp, chair, CPMC Outreach and Service Committee

Sign-up Sheet
Please check the sign-up sheet for the next third, September - December 2008,
and enter your name as you are able to serve.

Bulletin Announcements

If you have announcements to be included in the bulletin, please get them to
Pastor Dave, with the exact wording you wish to use, not later than Thursday.
Also please indicate how many weeks you wish to have the announcements run.

Bulletins and Announcements
Please note that all bulletins and announcements will be posted on our website.
An archive of previous bulletins and announcements is also available there.
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